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About ICKT

Inner-City Kids Tennis is an outdoor 
recreational community outreach 
program delivered by the Ontario 
Tennis Association (OTA), which is 
aimed at introducing tennis to 
children throughout the Scarborough 
region.  This program delivered free 
tennis lessons from May to August 
for 4 years (2018, 2019, 2021, and 
2022). Tennis lessons were delivered 
multiple times per week for kids 
aged 6 to 12, and tennis racquets 
were free to borrow for all. The 
program concept and its delivery 
was made possible thanks to a grant 
from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, 
a leading grantmaker in Canada. 
Program lessons were delivered in 
public parks thanks to the support 
from the City of Toronto; program 
sites included: Clairlea Park, 
McGregor Park, Birchmount Park, 
Malvern Park, and Prairie Drive Park.

The main focus of Inner-City Kids 
Tennis (ICKT) is to minimize common 
barriers to participation in tennis 
(proximity, price and equipment) and 
therefore increase accessibility to 
tennis for kids who otherwise may not 
have the opportunity. Encouraging a 
more active lifestyle through tennis, 
as a sport for life, certainly is one of 
the important benefits to participants 
from a health and physical activity 
standpoint, as well as making friends 
and building confidence.

Since 2018, Inner-City Kids Tennis has 
successfully introduced nearly 2,300 
children in Scarborough to tennis via 
high-quality tennis lessons from our 
great team of certified and experienced 
Head Coaches and Instructors. The 
grant-funding for this program has 
officially come to a close, however, the 
OTA will be investigating various 
options to help bring this program back 
for 2023 and beyond!

If you are a parent, player, a tennis 
lover, instructor, or local volunteer 
and would like to remain updated on 
the status of this program going 
forward, please keep in touch at 
innercitykidstennis.ca. Updates on the 
future of ICKT will be posted on the 
site; you can also sign up for email 
alerts to receive immediate updates.

The Ontario Tennis Association and 
the Inner-City Kids Tennis team would 
like to sincerely thank the Scarborough 
community for an incredible four years 
of tennis. We hope to see you back on 
the courts soon!

https://innercitykidstennis.ca/
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The Scarborough Tennis 
Federation (STF) has provided 
affordable tennis to children 
and adults for over 30 years. 
The mission of the STF is to 
actively involve, in organized 
tennis, as many of the citizens 
of Scarborough as possible, 
and to ensure there are 
opportunities for each player 
to develop to his/her own 
playing potential. 

www.scarboroughtennis.com

Toronto’s Parks, Forestry & 
Recreation Division is 
responsible for developing and 
delivering recreation programs 
for all ages. It ensures that all 
members of Toronto’s diverse 
communities have access to 
quality recreation programs, 
efficiently run facilities, and 
beautiful parks.

www.toronto.ca

Our Partners

The Ontario Tennis Association 
(OTA) is the provincial sport 
governing body for tennis in 
Ontario. The two basic aims of 
the OTA are to encourage 
participation in the sport of 
tennis in Ontario and to 
provide a structure of services 
which will assist players to 
reach a level of competence 
consistent with their personal 
goals and abilities. 

www.tennisontario.com

The Ontario Trillium Foundation 
(OTF) is an agency of the 
Government of Ontario and 
Canada’s leading grant-maker. 
The Foundation’s mission is to 
build healthy and vibrant 
communities throughout 
Ontario by strengthening the 
capacity of the voluntary sector, 
through investments in 
community-based initiatives.

www.otf.ca 

http://www.scarboroughtennis.com/
http://www.toronto.ca/
http://www.tennisontario.com/
http://www.otf.ca/
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